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   February 4, 2000

ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE I-06-00

TO:  ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL WELFARE-TO-WORK COORDINATORS
ALL FOOD STAMP COORDINATORS

SUBJECT:   INFORMING THE HOMELESS OF FOOD STAMP (FS) AVAILABILITY  

We are concerned that homeless people who are eligible for food stamps may
not be getting them.  The homeless are particularly vulnerable to hunger and
malnutrition.  For this reason it is imperative that county agencies make a special
effort to ensure that this group has access to the nutritional assistance offered by
the Food Stamp Program.

To accomplish this we are recommending counties take the following steps:

•  Assure that FS applications are available at homeless shelters and nonprofit
centers that serve the homeless.

•  Review agency procedures to ensure FS program requirements are provided
to all needy applicants including the homeless.

•  Make the enclosed Fact Sheet available to local food banks, homeless
shelters and organizations that homeless individuals may use.  It provides the
basic Food Stamp eligibility requirements and may help dispel misinformation
about the program.

If you have any questions regarding these procedures, please contact Ms. Cindy
MacDonald of the Food Stamp bureau at (916) 654-1898.

Sincerely,

  Original document signed
  By Charr Lee Metsker on 2/4/00
 CHARR LEE METSKER, Chief
 Employment and Eligibility Branchbc

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL

[  ] State Law Change
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation

Change
[  ] Court Order
[X] Clarification Requested by

One or More Counties
[X] Initiated by CDSS
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